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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AT BOARD MEETINGS
The primary purpose of the Oyster River Cooperative School Board meetings is to conduct the
business of the Board as it relates to school policies, programs and operations. The public is
encouraged to attend all public meetings of the Board. However, the public is not allowed to
participate in public Board meetings except during public comments. The Board will allow public
comments at regular public meetings.
Public comments can be limited by the Chairperson in order to accomplish the agenda in a timely
manner. For the School Board to conduct its meetings properly and efficiently, and in order to
assure that persons who wish to appear before the Board may be heard, it is expected that the
following will guide public comments at Board meetings:
1. Consistent with RSA 91-A:3, Policy BEDB, and the laws pertaining to student and family privacy
rights, the Board will not place any matter on the public agenda that is to be properly discussed
in a non-public session. Complaints regarding district staff will be directed to the
Superintendent.
2. All speakers are to conduct themselves in a civil manner. Obscene, slanderous, defamatory or
violent statements will be considered out of order and will not be tolerated. The Board
Chairperson may terminate the speaker’s privilege of address if the speaker does not follow this
rule of order.
This policy affects public access to the Board and the public’s Right to Know. To protect that right,
this policy requires a public hearing before it may be revised. Further, this policy may not be
suspended except by a two-thirds vote at a public meeting. The Board must always fully comply
with the letter and spirit of the Right-to-Know law that may not be suspended. This policy will be
reviewed by the Board and all standing advisory committees annually before the end of April to
ensure full awareness and compliance.
Legal Reference:
RSA 91-A:2, Meetings Open to Public
RSA 91-A:3, Non-Public Sessions
Cross Reference:
BEA – Regular Board Meetings
BEC – Non-Public Sessions
BEDB – Agenda Preparation and Format
KEB – Complaints about School Personnel

