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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

1 7 1 8 2 RI-2 

1. The student will identify text 
evidence (explicit details 
and/or implicit information) to 
support a GIVEN inference or 
conclusion based on the text. 

 

 

 

 

Key: 

Wolves then raise lots of pups, and their numbers increase.  

More wolves mean more mouths to feed and more moose get eaten. 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects both correct sentences. 

  



Grade 7 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

2 7 1 8 2 RI-2 

The student will identify text evidence 
(explicit details and/or implicit 
information) to support a GIVEN inference 
or conclusion based on the text. 

 

 

 

 

Key: A 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response. 

  



Grade 7 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

3 7 1 9 3 RI-2 

The student will summarize the central 
idea of a subtopic in the text using 
supporting evidence. 

 

 

Score Rationale Exemplar 

2 

A response: 

 Gives sufficient evidence of the ability 

to determine/summarize the author’s 

message/claim/point/central idea, or to 

explain the support for a central idea  

 Includes specific examples/details that 

make clear reference to the text 

 Adequately explains the author’s 

message/claim/point/central idea, or 

explanation with clearly relevant 

information based on the text 

Responses may include (but are not 

limited to): 

 (central idea) The species on the island 

are all interconnected. 

 (support) The moose affect the growth 

of the pine when the moose population 

increases they eat more trees. 

 (support) The population of the wolves 

affects the population of the moose.  

 (support) The pine trees and the wolves 

are ultimately connected. 

 (support) The island eventually 

replenishes itself 

The section “Ups and Downs” explains how the 

food chain operates on the island. When the 

moose increase, they eat more pines. When 

the pines die, the moose have nothing to eat, 

so they die. When there are plenty of moose, 

the wolves eat well. When the wolves eat well, 

they multiply. They require more moose to eat. 

The connections between the species control 

the population on the island as years go by. 

1 

A response: 

 Gives limited evidence of the ability to 

determine/summarize the author’s 

It focuses on how the life on the island is 

connected. Wolves and moose and pines all 

affect each other's populations. 



Grade 7 
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message/claim/point/central idea, or to 

explain the support for a central idea  

 Includes vague/limited 

examples/details that make reference 

to the text 

 Explains the author’s 

message/claim/point/central idea or 

explanation with vague/limited 

information based on the text 

Responses may include those listed in 

the 2-point response. 

0 

A response: 

 Gives no evidence of the ability to 

determine/summarize the author’s 

message/claim/point/central idea, or to 

explain the support for a central idea  

OR 

 Gives the author’s 

message/claim/point/central idea, or 

explanation, but includes no examples 

or no examples/details that make 

reference to the text 

OR 

 Gives the author’s 

message/claim/point/central idea, or 

explanation, but includes no 

explanation or no relevant information 

from the text 

Life is connected in a chain on the island. 

 

  



Grade 7 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

4 7 1 10 2 RI-4, L-4.d 

The student will determine the meaning 
of a word with multiple definitions using 
context clues from the text. 

 

 

 

 

Key: C 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response. 

  



Grade 7 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

5 7 1 11 3 RI-6 

The student will make an inference 
about the author’s purpose for writing 
the article and support it with evidence 
from the text. 

 

 

 

 

Key: A, A 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response for Part A and the correct 

response for Part B. 

  



Grade 7 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

6 7 1 13 3 RI-5 

The student will analyze or interpret why 
the author structured elements within the 
text in a certain manner and the impact of 
that structure on meaning. 

 

 

 

 

Key: B 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response. 

  



Grade 7 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

7 7 1 13 3 RI-5 

The student will analyze or interpret why 
the author structured elements within 
the text in a certain manner and the 
impact of that structure on meaning 

 

 

 

 

Key: C, E 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the two correct responses. 

  



Grade 7 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

8 7 1 1 2 RL-1 
The student will identify text evidence to 
support a given conclusion based on the text. 

 

 

 

Key: C, D 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the two correct responses. 

  



Grade 7 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

9 7 1 2 3 RL-2 

The student will determine or summarize 
a theme or central idea of a text using 
supporting evidence. 

 

Score Rationale Exemplar 

2 

A response:  

 Gives sufficient evidence of the 

ability to determine/summarize the 

theme/central idea/message, or to 

analyze the development of the 

central idea 

 Includes specific examples/details 

that make clear reference to the 

text  

 Adequately explains the 

theme/central idea/message or 

analysis with clearly relevant 

information based on the text 

Responses may include (but are not 

limited to):  

 (central idea) Good sportsmanship 

is more important than competition. 

 (support) “…the boys grew up 

admiring each other’s athletic 

skills.” 

 (support) “Who won the race no 

longer mattered.” 

 (support) Scott helped Brad across 

the finish line. 

The central idea of the story "When Winning Took 

a Back Seat," is that good sportsmanship is more 

important than competition. The authors develop 

the idea of this central idea by first introducing 

two likable characters, Brad and Scott. No matter 

whose team won, the boys always complimented 

each other on the way they played. Brad and 

Scott play a number of sports and their teams 

frequently compete. The authors point out how 

the boys, “admire each other’s' athletic skills.” 

This helps to exemplify the beginnings of good 

sportsmanship between the young men. As the 

story progresses, the authors mention the mutual 

respect the athletes have for each other. When 

Brad is injured, Scott helps him to the finish line. 

Both boys win first place, exemplifying the central 

idea. 



Grade 7 
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1 

A response: 

 Gives limited evidence of the ability 

to determine/summarize the 

theme/central idea/message, or to 

analyze the development of the 

central idea 

 Includes vague/limited 

examples/details that make 

reference to the text  

 Explains the theme/central 

idea/message or analysis with 

vague/limited information based on 

the text  

Responses may include those listed 

in the 2-point response. 

The central idea of the story is good 

sportsmanship. Both boys always treat each other 

with respect and admiration. In the end, when 

one boy is hurt, the other chooses his friend over 

winning. 

0 

A response: 

 Gives no evidence of the ability to 

determine/summarize the 

theme/central idea/message, or to 

analyze the development of the 

central idea 

OR 

 Gives the theme/central 

idea/message or analysis, but 

includes no examples or no 

examples/details that make 

reference to the text 

OR 

 Gives the theme/central 

idea/message or analysis, but 

includes no explanation or relevant 

information from the text 

The author shows that good sportsmanship is 

important. 



Grade 7 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

10 7 1 3 2 RL-4, L-4.a 
The student will determine the definition 
of a word by using context clues. 

 

 

 

 

Key: C 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response. 

  



Grade 7 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

11 7 1 4 3 RL-3 

The student will determine the author's 
purpose for including specific elements in 
the text and support those findings with 
evidence from the text. 

 

 

 

Key: B, B 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response for Part A and the correct 

response for Part B. 

  



Grade 7 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

12 7 1 4 3 RL-6 

The student will form a conclusion about a 
literary text and identify details within the 
text that support that conclusion. 

 

 

 

Key: Part A: B; Part B: Brad looked up at Scott, smiled, and said, “Man, you’re 

something else.” 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response for Part A and the correct 

sentence for Part B.  



Grade 7 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

13 7 1 5 3 RL-3 

The student will analyze the 
relationships among the characters' 
interactions within the text. 

 

 

 

Key: Part A: A; Part B: No matter whose team won, Scott and Brad always shook hands 

and complimented each other on the way they played.; But the boys grew up admiring 
each others' athletic skills. 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response for Part A and the two correct 

sentences for Part B. 



Grade 7 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

14 7 1 6 3 RL-5 

The student will determine how the 
setting of the text adds to the 
characterization. 

 

 

 

Key: D 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response. 

  



Grade 7 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

15 7 1 7 3 L-5 

The student will interpret the 
meaning of figurative words and 
phrases used in context and analyze 
its impact on meaning or tone. 

 

 

 

Key: A 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response. 

  



Grade 7 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

16 7 2 1b 2 W-3.d 

The student will use information 
provided in a stimulus to write well-
developed narratives that apply narrative 
techniques such as including descriptive 
details and sensory language that convey 
events/experiences 

 

Key: D 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response. 

  



Grade 7 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

17 7 2 3a 3 W-2.b 

(Elaboration) The student will use information 
provided in a stimulus to write well-developed 
complex informational/explanatory text by 
applying elaboration techniques such as a. 
referencing and/or integrating relevant 
supporting evidence (e.g., facts, definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, examples from 
notes provided) appropriate for the required 
form (essay, report, etc.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Grade 7 
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Score Rationale Exemplar 

2 

The response: 

• provides adequate relevant 

points/reasons/ details and/or evidence 

from the student notes supporting the 

thesis/controlling idea to enhance the 

content 

• adequately elaborates ideas using precise 

words/language 

More than twenty-five years of research 

show the health benefits of animal 

companionship. A strong relationship 

between a pet and its owner reduces stress, 

which can lower blood pressure. In addition, 

children who have pets are less likely to 

develop allergies to furry animals, and dog 

owners who walk their dogs get regular 

exercise too. Taking a dog to the dog park 

also gives dog owners a chance to be with 

other people, which probably benefits 
emotional health. 

Annotation: There is adequate supporting 

information from student notes. For 

elaboration, there are some logical 

extensions that are well-integrated 

(“probably benefits in emotional health”). 

Note:  other “kinds of 2” responses may 

choose different details from student notes 

and still reflect the “2” criteria. 

1 

The response: 

• provides or lists mostly general and/or 

limited points/reasons/details or evidence 

from the student notes supporting 

thesis/controlling idea. Some 

points/reasons/ details may be extraneous 

or loosely related to the main idea. 

• partially elaborates ideas using general 

words/language 

Research show that pets can make their 

owners feel better. It can also make their 

kids less likely to become allergic to fur. 

However, that is kind of weird because dogs 
and cats have fur. 

Annotation: The support for the thesis is 

limited based on available information from 

the student notes, and the attempted 

elaboration is irrelevant (“dogs and cats 

have fur”). The language is general (“this is 

kind of weird”) 

0 

The response: 

• provides minimal or no supporting 

points/reasons/details or evidence from 

the student notes supporting 

thesis/controlling idea. Those 

points/reasons/ details that are included 

may be unclear, repetitive, incorrect, 

contradictory, or interfere with the 

meaning of the text. 

• provides no appropriate elaboration and/or 

may use poor word choice for audience 

and purpose 

It's fun to take your dog to the park. Dogs 
are fun. 

The response has minimal support from 

student notes (reference to “dog park”). 

The attempted elaboration (“dogs are fun”) 

is irrelevant, and the general word “fun” is 

repetitive.  



Grade 7 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

18 7 2 6b 2 W-1.b 

(Elaboration) The student will revise 
arguments by identifying best use of 
elaboration techniques such as e. 
deleting details that do not support the 
claim 

 

 

Key: 

I am a member of the newspaper staff, and I helped conduct the survey. 

Your email inbox would fill up in a hurry. 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the two correct sentences. 

  



Grade 7 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

19 7 2 8 1 W-3.d 

The student will identify and use the best 
concrete or sensory word or words to convey 
experiences or events in a text precisely in 
narrative writing. 

 

 

Key: C, F 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the two correct responses. 

  



Grade 7 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

20 7 2 8 2 
W-2d, W-
3d, L-3a 

The student will identify and use the best 
academic or grade-level or below domain-specific 
(but not scientific or social studies) construct-
relevant word(s)/phrase to convey the precise or 
intended meaning of a text especially with 
informational/explanatory writing. 

 

 

Key:  Loads of, junk, great  

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the three correct groups of words. 

  



Grade 7 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

21 7 2 9 1 L-1.a 

The student will identify or edit to correct 
misplaced modifiers. The student will identify 
and/or edit for correct shifts in verb tense 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key: 

Rolling in the mud, I like to watch them play. 

They can remember where food is hidden, recognize as many as 30 other pigs, and 

learned their names within a week of birth. 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the two correct sentences. 

  



Grade 7 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

22 7 3 4 3 SL-2, SL-3 

1. The student will identify, interpret, or 
analyze the point of view, purpose, central 
idea, or key points of a presentation. 

 

 

 

 

 

Key:  B, D  

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response in Part A and the correct 

response in Part B. 

  



Grade 7 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

23 7 3 4 3 SL-3, SL-2 

4. The student will draw and/or support a 
conclusion based on content in a 
presentation. 

 

 

 

Key:  B, D  

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the two correct responses. 

  



Grade 7 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

24 7 3 4 2 SL-2, SL-3 

4. The student will draw and/or support 
a conclusion based on content in a 
presentation. 

 

 

 

Key:  A 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response. 

  



Grade 7 

 
 

 
G7_PracticeTest_ScoringGuide_ELA.docx  28 

Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

25 7 3 4 2 SL-3 

1. The student will identify, interpret, or 
analyze the point of view, purpose, central 
idea, or key points of a presentation. 

 

 

 

Key:  B, E 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the two correct responses. 

  



Grade 7 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

26 7 3 4 2 SL-2, SL-3 

1. The student will identify, interpret, or 
analyze the point of view, purpose, central 
idea, or key points of a presentation. 

 

 

 

Key: 

Survival = Has big eyes; Stays deep in the ocean during the day; Hunts at the ocean 

surface 

Danger = Hunts at the ocean surface 

 

Rubric: Student makes all four correct matches. 

  



Grade 7 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

27 7 3 4 3 SL-2, SL-3 

3. The student will analyze a quality 
(soundness of reasoning, relevance or 
sufficiency of evidence) of a presentation. 

 

 

 

 

Key:  D 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response. 

  



Grade 7 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

28 7 4 2 2 
WLiteracy-8, 

W-9 

The student will analyze information within 
and among sources of information in order 
to integrate the information that is 
paraphrased while avoiding plagiarism. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key:  D 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response. 

  



Grade 7 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

29 7 4 3 2 
WLiteracy-8, 

W-8 

The student will use reasoning, 
evaluation, and evidence to assess the 
credibility of each source in order to select 
relevant information to support research. 

Key:  C 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response. 



Grade 7 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

30 7 4 4 2 
RLiteracy-

1(History), W-8 

The student will cite evidence to 
support analyses, arguments, or 
critiques. 

 

Key: 

Because it kept nearly perfect time, we plotted our position most accurately and thus 

kept from running aground or worse. 

Now, our captain can draw updated maps that should be useful for sailors far into the 

future. 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the two correct sentences. 


